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held the goddess Prabha [' Splendor'], the mother of the world and beloved of the Sun,
the god of gods. And he stood making obeisance to her, the bride of the Sun, with per-
fect courtesy. The goddess Prabha with gracious favor gave him a divine amulet,
which granted all ornaments that might be desired. He bowed to her again and again,
and went out from the goddess's presence. But near her, upon a golden altar, he saw
that same golden pillar, provided at night with a flaming column, and recognized its
quality. And mounting upon it again at dawn, when it rose as before at sunrise out of
the Sun-splendor river, the king leapt of? from the pillar, and gained the shore of the
pond. Right there in the temple of the Twelve Adityas the noble king broke his fast
in prescribed fashion, and went on his way. And seeing a poor, lean, begging brahman
with his wife, the king had compassion on his poverty, and said to him, creating joy
within him: "Know, O brahman, that these two jeweled rings of the sun produce a
load of gold-pieces each day; and this very glorious amulet gives whatever ornaments
are desired, by the grace of the goddess Prabha. Do you take one of the two, and give
the other to this your wife." Thus, teaching him their powers, the kind-hearted king
gave the brahman the two jeweled rings, and went to the city of Ujjayini.
If your majesty has such courage, magnanimity, and manliness, then, King Bhoja,
mount upon this his throne.
- Here ends the eighteenth story
BRIEF RECENSION OF 18
Once more a statue said: O Mng, listen.
Once a certain stranger arrived, and told a tale to the king: " O Mng, near a shrine
of Qiva on the shore of the ocean there is a beautiful lake, in the middle of which is
a golden pillar. A brilliant throne thereon comes forth (from the water) at sunrise,
and as the sun mounts (into the sky), it also ascends, and at midday it comes into con-
tact with the sun. As the sun descends in the afternoon it also sinks down, and
at sunset sinks into the water." Hearing this tale the king put on his sandals and
(went and) rested by that lake. And in the morning the pillar came out of the water,
and the king mounted upon it. Then the pillar ascended, and the king was burnt by
the sun's rays and became (like) a lump of meat. And when he had met the sun, the
sun said: " O king, why have you come hither ? " The king said: " To see you; I
have no other desire." Thereupon the sun was pleased, and gave him a pair of rings,
(saying): " O king, these two fulfil any desired wish." So as the king was coming
back, having taken leave of the sun, the devotees of the god, pausing in their work
of swinging perfumed vessels before the god [aratrika], gave the king a blessing. King
(Vikrama) said: "Vikrama belongs to another country, and you are from this place;
why is the blessing given?" They replied: "We give a blessing to Vikrama, knowing
that resolute men (who ascend on the pillar) obtain from this place riches; and out of
the two and four-fold profit, when they have got it, they pay their devotions to the god;
and it is by this that we live." Hearing this the king gave the two rings to the devotees
of the god.
The statue said: O Mng, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity.
Here ends the eighteenth stwy